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Udi Goldwasser (God rest his soul)
I was recently a participant at the Yanucz Korczsak Conference at the Western Gallilee College and I had the privilege of meeting Mickey and Shlomo Goldwasser at an art exhibition called "When the Shark Met the Fish for the Fist Time." This beautiful exhibition is organized by Lee Rimon from Nahariya and her husband Yitzik DeLanga from the "Edge Gallery" in Nahriya, Israel.
Hearing Mickey was an inspiration to me and I told her so after the exhibition.

We began speaking about my work at Ein Ganim and how I found the need to eternalize my Mother Sonia Frenkel (God rest her soul) through the power of the Internet.

This lesson is dedicated to Udi's Goldwasser's memory and the kids from Ein Ganim 5th and 6th graders are proud to participate in this important lesson. It is my wish that educators from Israel and around the world will teach this unit  about the unique Udi who unfortunately is no longer with us physically but can live on in our hearts forever. 
Marsha Goren

English teacher- Ein Ganim Elementary School – Petach Tikva, Israel (http://www.globaldreamers.org)
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Marsha Goren & Mickey Goldwasser at the Korsczak Conference in Nov. 2008.
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He was born on July 18th, 1975 in Nahariya, Israel. He was Mickey and Shlomo's eldest son and a brother to Yair and Gadi. He married Karnit in 2005 after nine years and they were a special couple and very much in love.

Udi graduated high school at the Makif Amal in Nahariya and served as a combat soldier in the I. D.F. (Israeli Defense Force). He was a member in the Givati division and when he was released from active duty he traveled to Australia and toured on a motorbike for half a year. He finished his first degree in environmental engineering and began his second degree at the Technion University in Haifa.

Udi was a kind and loving human being, he was always considerate of other people's feelings even if they did not share his opinions. He was always ready to assist others and willing to give a hand when asked to do so. He was a man of principle and with knowledge in many areas especially theatre and music. Udi loved children very much, he and Karnit hoped to start a family of their own but unfortunately this dream did not come true.
Udi had many friends in different periods of his life; his childhood pals, friends from the military, companions from his trip around the world and new friends and acquaintances from the Technion University. The quality of the environment was top priority to Udi. He was a member of the Green movement, an organization which contributes to nurturing our environment.

Udi loved animals despite the fact that he was allergic to their fur!  He had two cats of this own and adopted a stray dog he found in the street.
Udi adored motorbikes and in the last few years of his life he developed a great interest in photography. He took many pictures of nature and Israeli landscape in the world and turned his hobby into a profession.

When Udi was a child he sailed around the world with his Dad Shlomo.  It was a powerful memory for him and his Dad.

In July, 2006, Udi Goldwasser and Eldad Regev were captured by the Hezbollah Organization after their army patrol jeep was attacked. They were in the military patrolling on the northern border. The Hezbollah shot many missiles into the north of Israel as a diversion and were able to capture Udi and Eldad. This was the trigger that led to the second war in Lebanon. 
On July 16th, 2008 Udi Goldwasser and Eldad Regev were returned to Israel after the Israeli government signed an agreement to exchange four (4) prisoners and 199 bodies with the Hezbollah Organization. The Hezbollah returned the coffins of our loving soldiers Udi and Eldad. Udi and Eldad were probably killed much earlier than we all ever wanted to dream of. This heartbreaking tragedy is one we will never forget. Everyone in Israel cried with the families who were very well known and admired by the Israeli public.
Finally, Udi was put to bury in Israel near his beloved family.

Udi, we will eternalize you forever.
Marsha Goren and the kids at Ein Ganim 

A. Let's learn about Udi.

Answer the following questions.

1. Where was Udi born?

2. How many children did his parents have?

3. Who did he marry? What was special about their friendship?

4. Describe Udi's characteristics. Do you have anything in common with him?

5. What were his favorite activities? 

6. Which hobby eventually became his profession?

7. Udi loved animals and kept them but why was this unusual for him ?

8. What special memory did Udi share with his father? 

9. When was he captured by the Hezbollah organization?

10.  How long did it take until he finally came home to his beloved family?
Do you know everyone in the entire country of Israel felt close to the captured soldiers?

Please write how you feel about this.

Let's learn English.
B. Find the opposites in the story about Udi Goldwasser.

1. daughter                             6.inconsiderate

2. passive                                7. fortunately

 3. last                                     8. lost
4. mean                                   9. nightmare
5. never                                 10. death
C. Find the synonyms in the story.

1. oldest                                   6. ended

2. unit                                      7. fields

3. help                                     8. loved, admired

4. pals, colleagues                   9. kidnapped

5. discharged                         10. treaty

Some information taken from the website:
http://www.habanim.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ehud_Goldwasser
D. Fill in the adjectives that describe Udi from the story.
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